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The Taegliche Rundschau (TR), the official paper of the SKK in Berlin, is

directed by the Forelgn Ministry of the USSR through e Russlan ghaff actunlly

working on the paper in 1ts Berlib offices. Salarles of the Russlan gtaff are

carried on the budget of the Boviet Forelgn Ministry. All other expenses,

including selsries of Germmn gtaff end printing costs, are carried on s so-called
German budget. Defieiis are made up by proceeds from the work of the owln "
of "thé mpsocliated printing esteblishmenty Druckerel Friedrichshaih. Thege )
deficits have been incressing steadily with a drop in etrculation frem 480,000

to 220,000, of which 20,000 are returned. T prevent smy further drop an esgrecment
was made with the Postal Minigtry whereby the Minigtry contracted to distribute *
through its outlets 200,000 coples. The chief resson for the large drop in
elroulation is the competition of Neues Deutseéhlend (ND). ALl party members are :
required to subscrihe to 1t, end it alse has an agreement with the Postal Ministry --
more advantageous, apparently, than the TR¥s —2 that it will get preferred

foplos

. hendling, a fact which mekes it possible for the ND 1o get fresher news to lts

regdérs than the TR. - Furthermore, the ND actuslly receives party news before
the TR. . ' ‘ _

hring the pest winber the TR underwent s transformetion. Previously it had
repregented exclugively thelviews of the SKX and, consequently, 1t frequently
eriticized personalities in the DIR, This practice has now ceased. In fact,

the TR nov seems to be chenglng thto the official governmental organ, playing the
role of fzvestis, while the ND, as the party ergan is the DIR's Pravds. Lt cannot
be gald t this dlvision of spheres is the result of any agreewent; nevertheless,
the TR has made ng effort to obtain the same priority as the ND in obtalning :
party news. :

Work begina with a morning conference et which the coming editlon ls dlscussed,
particularly editorisls and feature articles: At a later conference at 11:30,
the TR representatlve on the ZX press commlttee, who 1 a trusted party member
(Horst Lehmsnn slternating with Richard Gladewitz), oublines the directives
governing the treatment of current news events. These directives are generally
guperficial, inexact, snd dangercusly over-gimplified to make them fit the Party
line. This 1s followed by a discussign of the previeus day's edition, This
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digcussion is usvally characterized by s consldersble smount of gelf-

eriticism, FPinally, plans for the forth oming edition are gone over in the

Light of dire ctives emsmating from the 7. This conference lugts so long -=

tws or three tpurg -- that 11ttie or vo Yot rews can be put ir the DIR edition.

(ot at 5:15 P.M.). Cousequertiy 1t conslebs mosily of tiems culled from “i,he previous
Bertin edition (out st 11:45 M.,) Items which are whltten in the afterogen

eaimgt be submitted to the Smrtm stulf for upprovel until they bave reac,hec'i the proof
ghage,as the Rugsfans take Tunch from two 4o Pour. Raturslly, when they retwrn

‘hhere 18 1ittle 4inme left for makipg covrections; su the TR often appears witheut

8 lead editorigl. Very few munwlcripte, and mﬂv thoge n very critleal subjfects,

g to Karlshorbt for Yeview, Wher they em, thelr publiestlon 1s held up f‘e&r a day

or wore. Ihema writhes {n Kax leherss wider the siguature of 0, Schrldl,

Starke, avd (fwmex!**) Orlew, the pssudcnym of Kir§uuov,come to the TR in Kuﬁsia.n

and merely have to be tranglated.

2 alde, are held responsible for all
p‘waﬂe *Urion of anti-Sgviet Women™

Duty editors, on both the Russian snd the terwm-"
errory OF omiseidn §r cemmigsion. Uhus, when
ingtead of ™ion of anii-Fascist Women , an invegtigation wes ordered of the
Russien editor who c.l:;g’fzk.eé. on all eorreatt conuge of golidarity in Vhe

compoying voom 1t was fmpossible to £ixd the guilty perscr, but the nervousness caused
by the episede continued for We‘ks, parhi "uL.s:“U amang mﬁm’bera of the Saviet

gtaff. The terman staff 1s, of course, completvly subordinate to the Soviet

staf? which reads all proofs, makes wuy e appess uecefssary, or throws

gul Ltems of a q_uesi::innalﬂﬂ vature, B hours are required io rzb*a&r the

Seviet lmprimatur for the editorial page, sumewha’ lese for uews pages, The

latter require only stylistle chenges, as most of the i SIS COME from ADK.

Digpatches from vm'regpsm&m te of "lrne ™R, however, ave golbe aver very c'euefully

afid aré extensively altered,

The work standard in the editorial offices of the TR is very low, Meny of
the staff nembers have hed litsle or no Jauw istle treining snd sgme ¢annot
even write correct L=1°n§amy Furhernope, party dutiss ond other ettrs-currigalar
activitles make it Impomsible for maLy to he present far dubyy vxmﬁp very eécasion-
ally. Even some sLenagraphem eatvet teke shorthend., The real work is dope

by & small grodup of persous who mre on duby up to Ik bowrs per day. These

include non-party members, who are sble to kesp thelr positions ouly because

gf thelr industry, and young Jowrnslists Just out of school. Staff werkers

are geldom discharged and only for gv ave reasung. The famillar "Du™ 15 uged ag
Porm of sddrese except amorg the oldsr workers who use the expression "colleague
so-and-so", The Russians a%w ﬂ@vmstc* +1y use this expressiou ﬁesp{ te the fact
they they are addressed by mealous Serman party mewbers sg "Cenosse™.

There is = Seviet ag well vs ¢ dsrpen resiwurant in the esieblishment. The
dstlnctian.. is me,amngiessumrwp'* for the price per meal, 3.70 IM bmiet,
¥50 DM Cermen ~-- g anyone cax et Iu elther. Berceuse of 1he loug hours most
of the steff emplo'yem take a1l their mesls in the plant, This comes to sbout
10,00 IM per dey, mostly consumed in the Suviet resteurant ss the other is
gonsidersd bad and i the suodewt oF fredusmt complainis.

Dm‘i:vg recent months the SED has gradsally incressed its power within the plant.
It hag been able to do mp principslly becsuse #f the growing importance of the
ghop union, which bas now a fuli-time pald semretary, Stiebitz. Bobh party end
shop vulon are interested in all metdvittes withdn the plant and Stiebltz
settles whatever diffigulties may aiise. He works closely with other ahop
wilong and exvhanges informstion with them o employees. Under Biiebitz a secret
Plant police hes been organlzed. Stiebitz is Prequently received in private by
the; Russian chlef edj m.r Spkolov. He coutrols all "demoeratlc™ institutions

iz the plant, Inciden 11;) all menbers of the shop unien belong to the SED;
this was formerly noi the case, Stiebitz®s tnfluence also extends to the
Journalists? Association of which ?uiiglf Relbbardt ig the hesd, Relrnhardt,

in fact, does uothing withput consulting Stiebitz. Persornel pelicy 1s mad.e

by Stiehl‘z working with the former heoorary seersbary of the shop unfon,

Horst Lebtmann, and Richerd dladewitsz,

The eotirw nlemt g ddrectly ader ’he coutrol of the Russisn edltor in chief,
Bokoles . the besd pBlishpr, 4, is here Little more than a subor-
Ainate financial official. The sdi ¢ ::r'&;—vs "o hig egteb-

ghmert in striet milltary form. o
is the mosh lmportant flgure
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iy not avallable tu weousers ofthe Geomar editorial staff.

9« The principal hesdaches of the plent are the Rundachsu am Montag =ul the
Iligstrierte Rdschau. The former is published simply %o keep up With the
'%E&Eﬂg. A Mon‘g? of the ND. It bas ne sireet gale but is sent free to mll

subgeribers. I%s tome 1s kept at the lowest possible level. Its contribubtors
are badly paid and it ecopemizes to the maximum both in personnel and in
printing. As for the IR, 1t har recently been placed under the editorghip eof
Prof. Margrits, not a professional newspsperman but the so-called "Kunstpapat™ of
¥ast Perlin. Margritz, who directs Art snd Culture sections of the TR, 18 also
y gy o k. re

OF "sociallst realism™ in all srt. The TR alsc publishes the theoretical review
of the QED, Meve Welt. Tts editor 8. Stepanov who 1s assisted mainly by translators,
g8 the I“E’YT{E.’W esbntalne very little original German msterial. Cireulation ef the

W is 15,000, mostly party functionaries.

10« The printing plent with 1¥# 2000 employees is under the directlion of Schroeder,

[wany of the more highly skilled werkers

have gone over To Lhe N0, where They reéceive confldentisl supplements in addition
te & higher basic wege, 'Though there sre meny Commmigts on the fTorce, a feeling
of "Sozlaldemokrailsmus™ predominates and there is s high degree of solidarity
among all workers. It wes thls feeling which apperently led to the egtablishment
of the secret plent pelice force. ‘

11. As the older and more experienced workers lesve for more congenisl employment
1t has been necesgsry to use type-seiiers ¥ho lack proper training. As a result
frrorg are numerous, and 50% of 211 work bas to be reset. This condition 1g
eggravated by the fsel that Russisn supervisers are anxious to avold mistakes
and inglgt on mumsruus changes end ¢n = high mumber of proofs. Production ig
wingequettly delayed s11 aleng the line, Deadlines are never met, Changes which
elgewhere would tske 15 minutes require up t0 an hour in the TR, The time cone
gumed in molding mats, casting, and printing is extraordinarily leng. Delays
have made 1t pecessery o set up & system of "reserve schedules™. Thig resiults
in news golng stale. FBvery day the MD prings news items which theTR simply did
wtrt have time te bandie.

12. Relations with Karlshongt are carried on exclusively by the editor in chief. He
telephones hourly and goes there frequently during the course of the day, The
Rusgion editors contrihute practically ne originel materisl to the TR, They know
how to make eonbtuct with outstanding personslities of the DIR, such ag Pleck,

Ulbrieht, or Grotewobl at any time. In additien tg his continuous contacts with Kari

shorat, Sokelov ig in clese touch with Megscow, He telephones to the Foreign
B'H.ni'sjt;ry almost delly and oo occaslon flies there, He also works very clogely
+ With Fritz Lange of the SKX who usges the TR chiefly as an outlet for his passien
- 88 & higtorien, The @ifferent divisions of the TR meintaln direct contact with
the govérnment, the ZK, axd the mass orgenizetiens, The office of the editor
in chief intervenes enly when difficuliies arige,

13+ Contrary to the WD and the AN, relations of the TR with nen-Soviet fpreign

sountries are decidelly bad, Although 1t hss correspundents in Paris, Londen,
Reme, and Stockholw, their salaries are held in Berlin and cen only be drawn
- personally. The TR has no regular cerrespondents #ither in other People’s
Democracies or in West Berlin, Horst Heldeek (a pseudomym) is the regular
torrespondent for West Wermany. For mest 6 its covermge of Germany, both
Eagt and West, the TR is obliged 1o draw en West Berlin papers or on ADN
@lgpatches. It subseribes to no West Germmn press service, while ND does,
This paueity #f information from the West 1s due not only to lack of funds
but alse to a well established policy -- which corresponds to the policy of
the Sprlet press -- not to permit Journslists to have independent sources of
information. Accordingly, everything which appéane in the TR ceoncerning
the western wones 1s only of mingr sigeificance and relatively uninteresting,
On thisg gegre the HD is far ahesd of the TR.

1k, The paper’s political line is gubJect only to oocagional change. The well
kngwm themes of Communlisth propaganda are mirrored sgein snd agein in the monthly
and dally plans. Io fact, siuce the poliey of the paper is fully determined

by the rigld ideclogy of Communlsm, the monthly plems sre slmost identiesl.

It 1s an iron lavw that these plans mist be carried out to the letter. But

in aetunlity only departments dealing with Theory or Culture are sble to keep
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10 the predetermined course. The political and economic plans =ve heing
conbinually superseded by events.

In the TR it 1s an absclute commandment that important speeches shall be given
in extense with no conslderation whatever for readebility. In this respect
the TR 1s et & great disadvantage by comparison with other east-zone papers,
which are legs clgsely bound. Hence the drod in circulation of the IR,

When articles are rejected it 1s ususlly for purely political motives. Thus,
Por a long tlme while Eisler gtlll seemed firmly in the saddle everything
that he wrote was rejected by Sokelov without even being read. On the

gtherr handgan article by Dertinger was published Just a day or two before his
errest, In the one case the Soviet stafl lwew long in advance what wes going
t0 teke place and in the other case it did not.

Criticism of Soviet poliey, not in genersl but in the way 1t 1s executed in

the TR, 18 very strong. The confusion caused by the Russien editorial staff,
the exploltation of the German workers, reélations with the ND, the dally meke-
up, and the Firet-page lay-out are the favorife topice, The feeling of dis-
egntent is also expressed in the strong inclinstion to drink end in personal
dlsputes between co-workers. Only the exceptionally severe regulatioms wislnst-

“TRInking prévent many verkérs from being hebituslly drunk on duty. Contrery

18.

to the genersl belief that Rugsians mre heavy drinkers, Soviet steff menbers
predtically never indulge, though they are not anti-slebhblies.

Enml ty between dlfferent groups and clusses 1s expressed in many ways. -
Compositors speak spltefully of the ™upsttirs intelligentsia™. Printers csn
tell immediately if Journalists have any qualifications for their wark. Party
merbers recelve little co- operatlon from the compesing room. In the
edltorial staff party members unite agsinst non-party members.
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